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poor who from this cause are totally deprived of the possibility of acquiring
a trade or of being employed at day-work more than four days and a half,
unless extra on Sundays.
Considering the nature and extent of crime in London, the so-called
German Jews can hardly be considered as exceptionally and racially
dishonest The chief characteristics of the Jewish immigrants from
Eastern Europe at the end of the nineteenth century were found to be
'dirt, overcrowding, industry and sobriety*, while in certain streets of
the East End where Londoners were displaced by immigrants, a
decently behaved set of people replaced a population of roughs and
criminals.65 Probably something of the same sort could be said of the
Jewish settlements in Petticoat Lane and its purlieus in the eighteenth
century. There was this essential difference, however; the earlier
immigrant found his only source of livelihood in peddling and street-
trading which was almost necessarily less than honest because the legiti-
mate returns were too small to exist upon. The Jews came from the
ghettoes of Eastern Europe and found themselves in a part of London
where usury and dealing in second-hand (and stolen) goods had long
been carried on. Houndsditch did not owe its bad reputation to Jews:
*A Houndsditch man, Sir. One of the Devil's neere kinsmen, a
broker/ wrote Ben Jonson in 1598.
But the Jews had special facilities for disposing of stolen property
which made them effective competitors with the English fences who
had long carried on a nefarious traffic. They also specialized in offering
fraudulent bail, hence the term 'Jew Bail*. In this, as in manners and
appearance, they were entirely distinct from the Jews of the Sephardim,
whose colony in London dates from Cromwell and the Restoration.
*We are astonished at the difference between the Portuguese and the
German Jews established in this island,' says Archenholtz,
... dress, language, manners, cleanliness, politeness, everything distinguishes
them, much to the advantage of the former..,. All the children of Israel who
' are obliged to quit Germany and Holland, take refuge in England, where they
'five by cheating and nocturnal rapine; and if they do not themselves steal,
they aid the thief in concealing and disposing of stolen goods. Thus they are
so much abhorred by the English that the honesty of the Portuguese Jews
cannot obliterate the unfavourable impression which this host of banditti has
made on them.66"